
Sociology Students to Present Papers 

at Eastern Sociological Society Conference 

Three Masters of Sociology students will be presenting papers at the Eastern Sociology       

Society (ESS) Conference in Boston, Massachusetts. The conference runs from Thursday, 

March 17, 2016 until Sunday, March 20, 2016 and features the theme “My Day Job: Politics 

and Pedagogy in America.” More information about the conference can be found here. 

 

 

 

Brittany Ridge, Mentoring First-generation College Students in Elite Universities:         

Pedagogical Practices for Transitions and Persistence  

The question of how do marginalized students succeed in stratified institutions of higher education has been 

widely debated in Sociology of Education, with scholars such as Anthony Jack Abraham arguing that       

students successfully adapt and integrate into their new social environment with the help of mentors. This 

paper identifies ways in which mentoring relationships have provided first-generation college students at 

elite universities with varied skills to navigate college. Current literature focuses on mentor pedagogical 

practices that aid in the development of resilience. However, the process of attaining cultural and social   

capital for first-generation college students at elite universities through mentor/ advisee relationships has not 

been explored. This research fills that gap by highlighting the intricacies of mentors as gatekeepers to elite 

universities and further, for social mobility beyond academia.  

Using in-depth interviews with three cohorts of first-generation college students from an elite university, we 

will draw upon student narratives of their relationships with mentors from secondary and post-secondary  

education. Their narratives will deconstruct the previously misunderstood relationship between social       

mobility and effective mentoring pedagogy at both the individualized level and through group mentoring 

programs. We argue that mentoring pedagogy acts as a vehicle for successful college placement,               

acclimation, and persistence by cultivating the habitus for the new social sphere. This paper examines the             

importance of effective mentoring pedagogical practices that prepare first-generation college students with 

the requisite skills to progress in academia.  Furthermore, this project explores the currently neglected roles 

of mentors for successful transitions. 

Brittany will be presenting on Thursday, March 17th from 3:30pm - 5:00pm  

http://www.essnet.org/


Kristen Schmidt, Breaking the Poverty Web: Multitudes of All-Encompassing Approaches 

Versus a Whole Child Approach in Combating Effects of Poverty on Educational Attainment 

The web of negative factors attributed to poverty disproportionately affects the achievement of developmen-

tal milestones in young children, as seen through lack of school readiness.  This can be measured by the    

literacy gap, attributed to transiency, poor nutrition, and other factors that negatively affect educational     

attainment. Early Head Start parents, counselors, and caseworkers participated in interviews regarding their 

experiences and participation in programs designed to mitigate the multitude of negative effects of poverty 

on children, especially programs designed to increase educational attainment.   

We examined the services Early Head Start offered to families, services the Early Head Start staff and      

parents felt needed to be improved or added, and how those services would increase school readiness and 

educational attainment.  The staff role of Family Counselor was of particular focus, as it most closely 

matched a whole-child approach to mitigating many of the negative impacts of poverty. It did so by referring 

families to multiple, separate services, but was not a holistic program.  These interviews provide a lens 

through which the quantified negative effects of poverty on educational attainment from past research can be 

applied to the everyday experiences of families receiving services.  These interviews provide a framework 

through which newly developed initiatives can work to better increase educational attainment and family  

engagement by creating an all-encompassing intervention system, rather than the current model of a series of 

programs designed independently to affect the specific aspects of children's experiences.  

Kristen will be presenting on Thursday, March 17th from 12:00pm - 1:30pm 

 

Virginia Handley, Desperate Times Lead to Desperate Measures: Unemployment and 

the Unequal Burden of HIV among Young Women in Developing Nations  

Co-presenters: Dr. Kelly Austin & Lehigh University alumnae, Michelle Choi 

The United Nations recently reported that “every minute, a young woman is newly infected with HIV.”  

Young women aged 15-24 years are especially vulnerable to HIV, as young women are up to eight times 

more likely to be HIV positive in comparison to young men. A growing body of recent cross-national litera-

ture indicates that women’s social status, educational participation, and access to healthcare are significant 

indicators of HIV/AIDS prevalence in less-developed countries. However, the drivers of young women’s 

HIV remain largely unexamined. It is likely that in addition to education and other factors found in prior  

literature, unemployment could represent a key influence explaining vulnerabilities to HIV for women in this 

young age group. The potential link between young women’s HIV prevalence and unemployment rates is 

present in practices such as the “sex for food trade,” where women with a lack of access to employment op-

portunities engage in risky sexual behaviors to obtain food and subsistence for themselves and their families.  

     Continued on page 3 
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In this study, we examine the relationship between young women’s unemployment rates and the burden of 

HIV among women aged 15-24 across less-developed nations, along with other relevant factors. Our results 

uncover important relationships surrounding young women’s unemployment, young men’s unemployment, 

and the unequal burden of HIV among young women in developing nations.  

Virginia, Kelly, and Michelle will be presenting on Thursday, March 17th from 12:00pm - 1:30pm. 

 

 


